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FROM THE AWSP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

American INGENUITY

Stories of Smithsonian Winners Inspire
Wonderings about Student Achievement

By Gary Kipp

AWSP Executive Director /
o

I was both inspired and curious as1read an artice

in the December issue of the Smithsonian Magazine. The article highlights nine
winners of the Smithsonian 2013 American Ingenuity Awards. I was inspired by
the wonderful stories of these creative individuals, and curious about the lessons
these stories might have for the world of education.

The stories of these award winners exemplify what has distinguished Americans
as the world’s innovators. I hope that in all the discourse about student

achievement today that we do not sacrifice what America has been known for —
ingenuity. M

Article Excerpt My Wonderings

Adam Steltzner | wonder if we value the work of the
group enough in classrooms today.

St. Vincent | wonder how we can get students
to take more responsibility for their
own learning. If you're a student, you
have to study.

Dave Eggers and Mimi Lok | wonder how many ways there are
to define critical thinking. If this
definition is the right one, | wonder
what adult behaviors might develop
students’empathy.
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Article Excerpt My Wonderings

Saumil Bandyopadhyay
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Caroline Winterer

Caroline Hoxby

Doug Aitken

Michael Skinner

| wonder if our state policies are
sensitive enough to the vast
differences in development of the
students they apply to.

| wonder how, in our traditionally
departmentalized schools, we can
think more of creativity and the arts
as a natural part of science.

| wonder what role our state believes
the subject of history plays in
students’ education.

| wonder how often we educators
stop to consider students as human
capital.

| wonder how we can get students to
value failure, rather than avoid it at
all costs.

| wonder again the same thing | was
wondering when reading the article
on Doug Aitken.

Gary Kipp has served as AWSP%
executive director since 2003. He has
more than 40 years experience as a
teacher, assistant principal, principal
and assistant superintendent.
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